
Industrial Revolution Guided Notes 2   Name: _________________________________ 

Use PowerPoint: Industrialization *Begin on Slide #23 

1. Working Conditions 

a. Employers were ____ required by _____ to protect their workers. 

i. How is this different from today? ______________________________________ 

b. Employers could  

i. _______ anyone without cause.  What does this mean? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

ii. _____ anything they wanted 

iii. work their employees for _____ amount of ________. 

c. People were severely _________ and even ______ in the workplace and they could do __________ 

about it. 

d. Define muckraker: ________________________________________________________ 

e. Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle exposed _______ _________ about which industry?  (Google it!) 

__________________________________________ 

f. How did The Jungle help American workers? __________________________ 

2. Child Labor http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_1800s/child_labor_industrial_revolution.php 

Read the article and answer the questions, the site has an interactive version of the quiz. 
1. How young did some children begin to work during 

the Industrial Revolution?  

a. Four years old 

b. Nine years old 

c. Twelve years old 

d. Sixteen years old 

e. It was illegal for children to work during this time 

 

2. Government regulations during the Industrial 

Revolution protected children in what ways?  

a. Putting an age limit on when they could work 

b. Limiting hours 

c. Limiting the types of jobs they could do 

d. Providing free health care 

e. There were no regulations 

 

3. True or False: Children who worked were kept safe 

and away from dangerous machinery.  

a. TRUE  

b. FALSE 

 

4. What law was passed in 1938 to help protect workers 

and prevent child labor?  

a. Social Security Act 

b. Disability Act 

c. Civil Rights Act 

d. Fair Labor Standards Act 

e. There were no laws passed to protect workers 

 

5. Did children make a lot of money for their work?  

a. Yes, they were paid like adults 

b. No, they were paid little 

 

6. Which of the following was a typical job worked by 

children?  

a. Breaking up coal 

b. Chimney sweeps 

c. Selling newspapers 

d. Working on machines 

e. All of the above 

 

7. True or False: Child labor was fairly common during 

the Industrial Revolution.  

a. TRUE  

b. FALSE 

 

8. What was the main reason that businesses liked to 

hire children?  

a. They were strong 

b. They were educated 

c. They worked fast 

d. They worked for low wages 

e. All of the above 

 

9. What happened to many girls who worked in 

matchstick factories?  

a. They lost their hair 

b. They grew extremely tall 

c. They lost their teeth 

d. They got lung cancer 

e. They became blind 

 

10. True or False: Over 50% of workers in some British 

factories were under the age of 14 in the early 1800s.  

a. TRUE   b. FALSE 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_1800s/child_labor_industrial_revolution.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_1800s/child_labor_industrial_revolution.php


3. Labor Unions 

a. What is the purpose of a labor union?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How are labor unions financed? ________________________________________________________ 

c. How is Samuel Gompers important to labor unions in the US? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Define strike (in terms of employees and labor): ____________________________________________ 

e. Why would a labor union threaten to strike? ________________________________________________ 

4. Government Laws 

Complete the table for Government Laws during the Industrial Revolution by researching each law on the 

internet. 

Law Year Description 

Pure Food and Drug Act 1906  
 

Meat Inspection Act 1906  
 

Clayton Anti-Trust Act 1916  
 

Keating-Owen Child Labor Act 1916  
 

Federal Employee’s Compensation 
Act 

1916  

 

5. City Life 

a. Most _____________ were in cities. 

b. Why did people flock to cities? ______________________________________________ 

c. Housing was _____________ because cities were _______-_____________. 

d. They were also _________ and dangerous. 

e. No housing _______________ so several tenements (apartment buildings) were quickly built. 

f. Tenements lacked: 

i. _______ exits 

ii. Electricity 

iii. ___________ 

iv. Bathrooms 

g. Cities eventually added _____________ systems, housing _____________, and ___________________ 

systems. 

6. New Industry in NC 

a. ________ and ________ built 

b. Textiles: By 1900, NC was the ______ largest producer of _________ textiles. 

c. Tobacco: American Tobacco Company founded by _______________. 

d. What was another big industry in NC? _________________ 

7. Education Improvements in NC 

a. ___-month school term 

b. Students age ________ 

c. New funding from __________________ and _______________________ 

This means some funding came from local taxes and some from the state government. 

d. New school districts and _______ schools. 

e. Help not given to schools for __________-______________ 



*Is “separate by equal” being upheld? Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. African-Americans in NC 

a. What happened in Wilmington in 1898? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. These events began _____________ in NC. 

c. Define segregation: _____________________________________________________________________ 

d. Jim Crow Laws:  set up _________________, division based on _______ 

e. Plessy vs. Ferguson:  US Supreme court legalizes _________________ 

f. Voting limitations:  

i. Poll tax: _______________________________________________________________________ 

ii. Literacy Test: ___________________________________________________________________ 

iii. Grandfather clause: ______________________________________________________________ 

9. Spanish-American War 

a. A conflict between America and Spain in _________.  How long did it last? ________________________ 

b. How did it begin? ______________________________________________________________________ 

c. Define yellow journalism: ________________________________________________________________ 

d. Watch the video: http://www.history.com/topics/spanish-american-war/videos 

What did you learn? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. DEFINE the words (or describe the person) to the right and FIND them in the word search: 
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