
The Constitution Notes        Name: __________________ 

PPT: Constitution 101 

1. What is the US Constitution? 

a. The ________ ____ of the United States. 

b. The __________ and _______ of legal authority of the government. 

i. What is authority? 

c. Provides the ___________ for the organization of our government. 

i. What does framework mean in this context? 

2. Basic principals of the Constitution: 

a. ___________ ____________: Government power ________ in the ________. 

b. ___________ Government: Government is not ____ powerful, can only do what the people _____ it. 

c. Separation of ________:  Helps __________ one branch from becoming too ___________. 

d. Federalism:  Division of _________ among __________ and _________ governments. 

3. What are Checks and Balances?  Definition: ______________________________________________________ 

 

In your group, answer the 

following using the diagram  

← 

a. What are the three 

branches of government? 

 

 

 

b. Fill out the table: 

  
What does this branch do? 

How do they check the 
Executive Branch? 

How do they check 
the Judicial Branch? 

How do they check the 
Legislative Branch? 

Executive  
 
 
 

   

Judicial  
 
 
 

   

Legislative  
 
 
 

   



4. Who wrote it? 

a. “Father of the Constitution”:  __________ ____________ 

His contributions: ____________ _________, Separation of _________, _______ of Rights. 

5. Why was it written? 

a. After the Revolutionary War, the __________ of ______________ set up __________ of the US 

Government. 

b. The federal government was extremely _______, many problems such as: 

i. No ___________ of powers – only __________ legislature. 

ii. Define unicameral: _____________________________ 

iii. Weak __________ government – states had most _________. 

iv. Congress did not have the power to ____. 

v. All ___ states had to __________ of the changes (approve means ___________________). 

Why was this a big deal? 

vi. Major laws had to be approved by ___ of the ___ states. 

vii. Congress did not have the power to __________ ____________. 

6. Shays’ Rebellion: 

a. An uprising of __________ in ______________ - led by Daniel _____. 

b. Helped convince __________ that a strong _________ government was needed. 

7. When was it written? 

a. May – September, ______. 

b. Where? ___________ (Why? _____________________________) 

c. Intention (goal) to ________ the Articles. 

i. What does revise mean? ______________ 

d. Ended up _________ the Articles. 

e. Called the “______________ ___________”. 

8. Virginia Plan (________ states) 

a. Separation of __________ 

b. ___________ legislature based on ___________ 

i. What does bicameral mean? ____________________________ 

c. Federal government had ____________ powers. 

9. New Jersey Plan (_________ states) 

a. Unicameral ______________ where every state received _________ representation. 

10. In your group, what the primary difference between the Virginia and New Jersey Plans? 

 

11. Great Compromise: 

a. Hybrid (____________) of VA and NJ Plans. 

b. Bicameral legislature: 

i. ________ of Representatives based on _____________. 

ii. _________ based on ________ representation. 

12. The House of Reps comes from the Virginia or New Jersey Plan? 

13. The Senate comes from the Virginia or New Jersey Plan? 

14. Three-Fifth’s Clause:  Slaves count as ____ of a person for representation. 

a. Why would slave population be part of the Great Compromise? 

 

15. Ratify means to ____________ 

16. Debate over ratification between two sides: ______________ and Anti-______________. 

 



17. Fill in the table, use the ppt and your group: 

 Federalists Anti-Federalists 

Type of central government 
supported: 

 
 

 

Support or Oppose the 
Constitution? 

  

Important People: 
 

  

Who wanted a Bill of Rights? 
 

  

18. What did the Federalist Papers defend? ______________________ 

19. Structure of the Constitution: 

a. Preamble:  (What does Pre- mean? ____________) 

i. Statement of ____________. 

b. Articles, describe the following: 

i. Legislative (___________) Branch. 

ii. Executive Branch 

iii. Judicial Branch 

iv. Relations Among the __________ 

v. _____________ Process 

vi. Federal Power 

vii. Ratification 

c. Amendments: 

i. _____ Total 

ii. 1st ten are the _______ of _________. 

20. How much do you know about our 3 branches of government?  Label each fact below as E for EXECUTIVE, J for 

JUDICIAL or L for LEGISLATIVE branch: 

 

 ____ MEETS IN 2 SEPARATE CHAMBERS 

 ____ OVAL OFFICE 

 ____ 9 JUSTICES 

 ____ COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

 ____ HOUSE OF REPS 

 ____ 2 SENATORS FROM EACH STATE 

 ____ VETO POWER 

 ____ SUPREME COURT 

 ____ WRITES LAWS 

 ____ REVIEWS LAWS 

 ____ WHITE HOUSE 

 ____ CHIEF JUSTICE 

 ____ U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

 ____ DIRECTS NATIONAL DEFENSE 

(MILITARY) 

 ____ DECIDES CASES INVOLVING STATES’ 

RIGHTS 

 ____ FIGUREHEAD OF NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT 

 ____ PASSES LAWS 

 ____ VICE PRESIDENT 

 ____ INTERPRETING THE CONSTITUTION 

 ____ PRESIDENT 

 ____ FEDERAL COURT 

 ____ REPRESENTATIVES BASED ON STATE 

POPULATION 

 ____ PRESIDENT 

 ____ CAN IMPEACH OFFICIALS 

 ____ APPOINTS CABINET OFFICIALS 

 ____ SUPREME COURT BUILDING 

 

 

 

21. Use the information in #21 to complete the Graphic Organizer on the next page. 



 

 

  



Back to the PPT: 

22. Article I:  The Legislative Branch 

a. Bicameral: 

i. Senate:  ___ Senators for each state 

ii. House of Reps:  Based on _____________ 

b. Representatives serve for ___ year terms 

c. Senators serve for ___ year terms 

d. Important Powers: 

 

23. Article II:  The Executive Branch 

a. President and VP are elected to ___ year terms. 

b. Qualifications (What does this mean? _____________________) 

i. At least ___ years old 

ii. ____ year resident of the US 

iii. __________ born citizen 

c. Elected by the __________ College (we will discuss later) 

d. Important Powers: 

 

 

24. Article III: The Judicial Branch (The _________ Court) 

a. Supreme Court judges serve for _____ unless ___________ AND convicted. 

i. What does it mean to be impeached? 

b. Judicial power rests with the ___ ___________ _______. 

c. Important Powers: 

 

25. Article V: Amendments (___________ to the Constitution) 

a. Amendments must be ___________ (passed) by ¾ of state legislatures. 

26. Article VI:  Federal Power 

a. _____________ _______: Federal law is supreme (more powerful) to state law. 

b. ____ religious tests for public office. 

27. The Bill of Rights (first ___ Amendments) 

1. 5 Freedoms: 

 

2. Right to bear _____ 

3. No _____________ of soldiers 

4. No unreasonable ________ and ________ 

5. Due ________ 

6. Right to a _____ and ________ public trial 

7. Right to ______ by jury 

8. No _______ and __________ punishment 

9. There are other rights not _________ in the _____________. 

10. All rights not given to the Federal Government belong to the ________. 

  



 

28. Other Important Amendments (added later): 

a. 13th: ___________slavery (What does abolish mean? ________________) 

b. 14th: Due process and _______ protection, all persons born in ___ are _________. 

c. 15th: Right to ______ (known as ________) regardless of _____, color, or previous servitude. 

d. 18th: __________ of alcohol  

e. 19th: Women’s _________ (what does that mean? __________________) 

f. 21st: _______ prohibition (18th amendment) 

g. 22nd: Presidential _____ limits 

h. 24th: Prohibits ____ _______ for voting 

i. 26th: lowers voting age to ____ 

 

 


